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retained to the present time, in spite of acute rivalry from other
Powers, notably Germany and Japan in the twentieth century.1
From the first, the East India Company had been obliged to
undertake more than purely commercial activities. The
pioneering nature of their ventures and the distance from the
home government made it essential that they, in common with
other trading companies of that age, should maintain their own
armies and navies, provide their own charts and conduct most
of their own political negotiations, activities which, in the end,
were to overshadow the commercial origins of the companies.
From the beginning, ships of the Company, and later of its Bom-
bay Marine, were stationed in the Gulf to protect trade and on
political missions.
Piracy for a time threatened to be a more serious obstacle to
English trade than the hostility of European rivals.3 The free-
booters, the most numerous and troublesome of whom were the
Jawasim (properly^ '>!/) tribes along the Gulf coast from Ras
Musandum to Qatar peninsula, whose predatory habits had
been stimulated by Wahhabi influence with its emphasis on the
Muslim injunction of plunder and death to unbelievers, at-
tacked not only merchant shipping but also Company cruisers.
Aroused by the continued attacks, the Company dispatched a
series of expeditions from Bombay in 1806, 1809,° and 1819,*
which effectually broke the power of the Pirate Coast tribes,5
whose chiefs were forced to sign a General Treaty of Peace,
January 8th, i8so.6
1 British imports have declined, however, from 60 per cent of the total in
the years immediately before 1914 to 32 per cent in 1934-5. Japanese imports
rose from 1*83 per cent m 1930-1 to 20*04 per cent of the total in 1934-5*
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6 The section of coast inhabited by the Arab pirates was then so-called. After
the treaty it became known as the Trucial Coast,
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